Life-saving epilepsy surgery for status epilepticus caused by cortical dysplasia.
A uniquely successful neurosurgical intervention in a four-month-old child suffering from status epilepticus (SE) caused by focal cortical dysplasia is reported. Seizures appeared at postnatal day 10 and culminated as medically intractable focal motor SE three months later. The first MRI scan at postnatal week 2 was inconclusive; electroclinical features typical of malformations of cortical development led to the repetition of MRI at the age of 3 months that confirmed the correct diagnosis. Since all medical trials including thiopental anaesthesia have been unsuccessful in treatment of SE, urgent resection of the right frontal and parietal lobes was performed at 4 months of age. One month later, the child had become seizure-free and her psychomotor development is proceeding well. Histopathological analysis of the resected brain tissue revealed abnormalities typical of the Taylor's type of focal cortical dysplasia. The aim of the report is to encourage considering surgery in selected patients suffering from medically intractable SE early in life.